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PURPOSE: To pass o n w h a t we l e a r n 

Trilling' a n d h a p p i l y to 
o t h e r s i n t h e p r o f e s s i o n 
so as to i m p r o v e t -urf ' c o n -
d i t i o n s a r o u n d t h e 
c o u n t r y . 

BYRON NELSON - Was l u c k y e n o u g h 
l a s t m o n t h to h e a r t h i s f o r m e r 
g r e a t g o l f i n g c h a m p i o n of" t h e 

1930s a n d 40's t a l k a t t h e N o r t h 
Texas Gol f Course S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Assoc iat ion 's AT-iard B a n q u e t . B y r o n 
Ne lson was t h e w i n n e r of 5 ma jo r 
c h a m p i o n s h i p s a n d h a d IS v i c t o r i e s 
i n one y e a r o n t h e t o u r . E l e v e n of 
t h o s e were won c o n s e c u t i v e l y . 

He t o l d o f h i s f i r s t c a d d y job a t 
G len G a r d e n C o u n t r y Club, F t . W o r t h 
w h e n i t h a d s a n d g r e e n s . He also 
s a i d he played, i n h i s f i r s t t o u r n a -
ment on s a n d g r e e n s . Y o u need to 
remember g o l f h a d o n l y been p l a y e d 
i n Texas f o r 17 y e a r s w h e n B y r o n 
Nelson was b o r n . 

He sa id h e was b o r n w h e n t h e 
h o r s e d r a w n wagon was t h e u s u a l 
means o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . The 
c h a n g e s i n g o l f h a v e almost been as 
g r e a t as t h e c h a n a e i n t r a v e l f r o m 
wagon to moon rocket? he said . I n 
1935, he p l a y e d i n t h e N o r t h - S o u t h 
C h a m p i o n s h i p a t P i n e h u r s t o n s a n d 
g r e e n s b u t w h a t h e remembers w i t h 
more d r e a d a r e t h e old g r a i n y com-
mon b e r m u d a g r a s s g r e e n s he p l a y -
ed o n t h r o u g h t h e S o u t h f o r much 
o f h i s a c t i v e T o u r y e a r s . 

This was back in the days when 
there weren't, any vert icuts and b rush -
es were seldom mounted on the mowers. 
He tells o f playing to greens so as to 
end up on the side of the cup where 
the grain would be running toward the 
hole. To him playing the grain was the 
most important pa r t of putting on com-
mon bermudagrass "greens-of -o ld" . He 
would r a t h e r go back to sand greens 
then those grainy common bermudagrass 
greens. On those "greens-of -o ld" he 
said the riQht bounce was o f t e n more 
important than the putting stroke. 

<Tifgreen '328' was released in 1956.> 
He feels low scores now being made 

by golf professionals are more due to 
the super smooth putting sur faces that 
the superintendents are providing than 
the improvements in golf equipment. To 

FEB. 22, 1986 
emphasis that 
missed pu t t at 

point he tells about a 
Phoenix Country Club 

during a PGA Tournament. He had le f t a 
35 f o o t put t on the lip of the cup and 
walked up to it and took a back swing at 
it with the put ter . The put te r hit a 
clump of Poa annua and stopped j u s t 
before striking the ball to add another 
s t roke to his score. 

He closed urging the superinten-
dents to keep up the good work. 

END 
LANDSCAPE PLANNING - Are you preparing 

to "spruce-up" some areas around 
the golf course this coming spring? 

Here are some things to consider in 
your planning. 

1. Think in terms of large masses and 
group plantings using three species, 
une -o f - th i s and one -o f ' - that usually 
looks terrible. If in doubt - don't put 
it in OR put more o f it in. 

2. The way you landscape the club 
entrance and clubhouse areas leaves 
the ONLY impression your n o n - p l a y i n g 
members and some guests will have o f 
your e f f o r t s . If you are looking f o r a 
move UP some o f those guests may be 
potential f u t u r e employers and the non-
playing members o f ten can control your 
destiny. 

3. Afraid of growing flowering plants? 
Don't be; it is aiot easier than maintain-
ing fine putting greens. Stick to well 
adapted plants at f i r s t . Remember what. 
Madison says in "Practical Tur f grass 
Management, plants from all over the 
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LANDSCAPE PLANNING ( c o n t . ) world can grow v i g o r o u s l y i n a garden 
where the hoe removes compet i t ion -from weeds and other p l a n t s . 

4. You w i l l -f ind annuals need to be r e g u l a r l y - f e r t i l i z e d to 
look t h e i r best . 

5. You a l so need to consider the amount of l i g h t the 
l o c a t i o n r e c e i v e s . There are some very c o l o r f u l f o l i a g e p l a n t s 
•for those shady l o c a t i o n s . 

6. People want COLOR. I f noth ing e l se that w i l l keep the 
women happy. A good f r i e n d and wise super intendent I know once 
t o l d me t h a t i f he keeps the women happy, they w i l l keep the men 
happy f o r him. 

7. Do not f o r g e t t o p rov ide your f l o w e r i n g p l a n t s with an 
a p p r o p r i a t e background. A dark green evergreen p l a n t i n g 
h i g h l i g h t s the b r i l l i a n t c o l o r s of the f lowers you have gone to 
such t r o u b l e t o p l a n t . I t i s hard to beat the view from the tee 
of b e a u t i f u l f l o w e r s back dropped with evergreens 125 yards or 
325 yards down the fa i rway and to one s i d e . 

8. Attempt to achieve emphasis f o r your f lower p l a n t i n g s by: 
t h e i r placement, t h e i r i s o l a t i o n from other a t t r a c t i o n s , or t h e i r 
c o n t r a s t with the su r round ings . 

ANDROPOGON ISCHAEMUM L. 

A P o s s i b l e Grass f o r Those That Des i re N a t u r a l i z e d Roughs 

A. ischaemum, was one of many grasses used by Pete Dye when 
seeding the roughs at the new Country Club of Aust in (Texas). 
Th is warm-season, semi p r o s t r a t e bunchgrass from Asia i s beginn ing 
t o p r o v i d e the type of open t u r f des i red by those seeking 
n a t u r a l i z e d roughs at t h i s c lub . Most of the leaves are 
p r o s t r a t e and the f l o w e r i n g stems do not produce a dense stand. 
T h e r e f o r e , f i n d i n g a g o l f b a l l i n i t i s r e l a t i v e l y easy. 

Yet , the t u r f formed by t h i s species i s not the open easy 
p lay from sur face tha t b u f f a l o g r a s s so o f ten p rov ides . 
B u f f a l o g r a s s f o r most of the p r a i r i e s ta tes p rov ides a good 
drought r e s i s t a n t t u r f cover f o r roughs. Yet i t does not p rov ide 
a very ROUGH rough. B u f f a l o g r a s s roughs are so easy t o p lay from 
tha t good and bad p l a y e r s a l i k e make l i t t l e e f f o r t t o avoid a 
rough composed of t h i s species . 

The f l o w e r i n g stems on A. ischaemum however are 15 to 25 
inches t a l l so your swing may be somewhat hampered i n i t . Which 
a l s o may make i t necessary f o r the super intendent to have an 
occassional summer mowing done i n roughs where t h i s grass i s 
p resent . 



A. ischaemum goes under severa l common names and one other 
s c i e n t i f i c name. I t i s best known i n Texas as King Ranch b l u e -
stem which i s a c u l t i v a r from that famous ranch. Turkestan b l u e -
stem and ye l low bluestem are two other common names. I t was one 
t ime c a l l e d _Bothr¿och ioa i_schaemem Kenq^ i n the s c i e n t i f i c 
1i t e r a t u r e . 

Seeding at a r a t e of 1 pound per acre w i l l p rov ide 5 . 5 seed 
per square f o o t . A heavier r a t e w i l l help reduce e ros ion by 
g i v i n g a quicker cover . Th is grass i s adapted t o heavy ( s i l t and 
c l a y ) s o i l s , shal low s o i l s i t e s and calcareous s o i l s . I t i s used 
f o r pastu re from south Texas to southwestern Oklahoma and can be 
seen on roads ides t h r u the H i l l Country of Texas. I t apparent ly 
does wel l without i r r i g a t i o n where r a i n f a l l i s 15 t o 20 inches 
per year . 

There are th ree re leased c u l t i v a r s . King Ranch - mentioned 
above which does wel l as f a r nor th as cent ra l Oklahoma. P l a i n s -
which i s an Oklahoma s e l e c t i o n more r e s i s t a n t to f o l i a r d iseases 
than King Ranch. El Kan - i s a w i n t e r - h a r d y c u l t i v a r se lected i n 
Kansas and found t o be winter hardy there and i n SE Colorado. 

My suggest ion i s tha t i f t h i s grass appears to have some of 
the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s you are seeking and you are i n the s ta tes 
mentioned then t r y some. Seed a small amount i n one or two sunny 
rough areas and see how i t does. I t i s not suppose to be weedy 
yet i t i s reasonably aggress ive i n pasture s i t u a t i o n s . I w i l l be 
keeping an eye out f o r i t i n my t r a v e l s next year . I f you have 
some i n f o r m a t i o n on i t p lease l e t me know. Also l e t me know i f 
you do g i v e i t a t r y . 

HOWARD AND HUMMEL DID MANY A MUNICIPALITY A FAVOR 

The above t i t l e could j u s t as wel l read many a m u n i c i p a l i t y 
d i d themselves a favor by h i r i n g e i t h e r Howard or Hummel. The 
Howard and Hummel r e f e r r e d to here are Leon Howard and Frank 
Hummel g o l f course a r c h i t e c t s of the "mid-continent." area. 

Leon Howard has a B.S. and an M.S. from Texas A & M. The 
M.S. was obtained under Dr . Marvin Ferguson. The t h e s i s t i t l e 
was "Compaction Problems i n P u t t i n g Green S o i l s " and was par t of 
the e f f o r t put i n to a r r i v i n g at the USGA s p e c i f i c a t i o n s f o r 
p u t t i n g green c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Most of the courses designed by Howard were done i n Texas. 
However, he has at l eas t one course i n each of the f o l l o w i n g 
s t a t e s : Alabama, Arkansas, Co lorado , Kansas, M i s s i s s i p p i , 
Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Tennessee. Hal f of h i s 
des igns were fo r municipal g o l f courses ( i n c l . m i l i t a r y and d a i l y 
fee ) and the r e s t country c lubs . I have been on a f a i r number of 
both types and he has t y p i c a l l y g iven them decent s i z e greens 



with good su r face and subsurface dra inage . For the money that 
was pa id out f o r these courses a good va lue was rece ived . 

Only one stands out i n my mind as being a bad course. That 
one was so bad maintenance wise I never r e a l l y gave any 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o des ign . Very poor water q u a l i t y combined with 
an e q u a l l y low budget had created a semi -catast rophe . The greens 
were the best pa r t of the course thanks to good dra inage . 

Frank Hummel i s from Colorado. Last year I found myself on 
t h r e e of h i s muni 's i n one week. The f i r s t I had never been to 
b u t , f e l t sure i t was one of h i s c r e a t i o n s be fo re I had reached 
the maintenance b u i l d i n g . His greens are l a r g e and u s u a l l y 
r a i s e d up wel l above the sur round ing f l a t land. They o f ten have 
some mounding b u i l d i n t o the h igh banks. His greens a lso have 
f a i r t o good sur face and i n t e r n a l d ra inage. They are u s u a l l y 
ve ry adeguate i n s i z e . There i s sometimes a problem with wet 
spots i n the approach and dry spots on the back banks. But , 
again the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s appeared t o have received good va lue f o r 
the money they inves ted . 

Mr. Hummel i s an engineer by t r a i n i n g and f o r a whi le a club 
g o l f p r o f e s s i o n a l a f t e r having played s u c c e s s f u l l y i n the 
Co lorado reg ion as an amateur. His g o l f course designs are found 
i n ne ighbo r ing s ta tes to the east and nor th p lus Montana. The 
ones I have been on have very good i r r i g a t i o n systems f o r muni 
g o l f courses. Hummel has a lso done an equal number of country 
c l u b s . One of h i s courses stands out i n my mind as a great 
munic ipa l g o l f course. 

That i s B u f f a l o Dunes j u s t south of Garden C i t y across the 
s t r e e t from a country club a lso well worth the t r i p - Southwind. 
The l a t t e r was designed by Donald Sechrest . Both a r c h i t e c t s made 
good t o e x c e l l e n t use of the sand dune land they were g iven . 

The above "endorsement" f o r these two was t o t a l l y 
u n s o l i c i t e d . The a r t i c l e was s t imu la ted by a conversat ion with 
another g o l f course a r c h i t e c t who was i n agreement with me. I 
have meet Hummel and walked one of h i s c rea t ions with him. Mr. 
Howard's master ' s t h e s i s I have read and I have walked a f a i r 
number of h i s courses but have yet t o meet the man. Both men are 
i n t h e i r l a t e f i f t i e s and s t i l l a c t i v e des ign ing g o l f courses but 
not t o the extent they were i n the 7 0 ' s . 

EDITORIAL COMMENT 

I wish t o thank you f o r the very p o s i t i v e response received 
so f a r toward Turfcomms s u b s c r i p t i o n renewal and to another year 
of t u r f adv i so ry v i s i t s . "The best buy i n g o l f p u b l i c a t i o n s 
today" note attached to a check was much apprec iated . Also much 
apprec ia ted was the help rece ived in w r i t i n g some a r t i c l e s on 
winter p lay f o r an issue to come out i n the F a l l . END 


