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@"" Marshall Pinckney Wildct· has to
day (September 22) reached his eighty
eighth birthday. He was born at Rindge, 
New Hampshire, and developed his love 
for rural life on his father's farm. In 
1825 he establishe<l himself as a merchant 
in Boston, bat throughout his whole career 
as a business man, he cherished his love 
for the cultivation of fruits and flowers. 
His name is intimately associated with the 
earlier work of Horticnlturc in this coun
try, and from 1840 to 1848 he was Presi
dent of the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society. In 1848 the American Pomo
logical Society was organized, of which 
he has since been the honored President. 
He holds ltis age well, and many a hor
ticulturist in the prime of life might well 
be proud of the work Mr. Wilder is doing, 
even in his extreme age, for progressive 
pomology. 

~ Geo. C. McClatchie, of Luding
ton, who writes so well concerning the cul
ture of the plum, has secured his infor
mation in pomology principally from 
actual experience. 8eventy years ago he 
was a school teacher at Montreal, Canada. 
At that time there was quite a movement 
to Northern Michigan, and he prospected, 
finding a location that filled three con
ditions: 1st, Health; 2d, Opportunity to 
start without capital; 3d, A prospect of 
good markets for produce in the near fu
ture. He reported the facts to his wife, 
and they agreed to start in the woods of 
Ma.sou county. At that time they had 
never even seen peaches growing. His firtit 
purchase of peach trees produced fruit the 
third year after founding his new home. 
This success le<l to planting of peach seed, 
and by accident he found that the plum 
succeeded well upon the peach root. 8ince 
then he has grown and grafte<l liis own 
plum stock, and to-day is a recognized 
authority on plum culture. 

~ John J. Thomas, the nnthor of 
1'/te American .Fhtit Oult1wist, was born 
in 1810, and has heen a ready writer on 
rural topics since 1833. Ile is a keen ob
scn-er, is thoroughly practical, and no one 

can give clearer and better advice on mat
ters of pomology than he. He has been 
Associate Editor of the Country Gentle
man since its first issue, and will be re
membered by students of agricultnre as 
the conductor of the publication of Illull
trated Rural A_-lfairs, the nine volumes 
of which form a valuable library for any 
farmer. 
~ Prosper J. Bcrckmans, of Georgia, 

whose sudden illness prevented him from 
being present and presiding at the recent 
session of the American Pomological 
Society, is a leader in American pomology. 
He has originated and disseminated num
bers of new and valuable fruits. He is a 
thoroughly educated man, and combines a 
knowledge of northern frnits with accu
rate and ready information concerning the 
semi-tropical fruits, probably not enjoyed 
by any other horticulturist on the conti
nent. 

~ Prof. W. J. Beal, who has just 
retired from the position of Secretary of 
the American Pomological Society, is a 
botanist from choice, and purposes doing 
his best work in the future in the study 
of botany and methods of instruction in 
this science. He accepted the Chair of 
Botany and Horticulture at our State Ag
ricultural College in 1870, not anticipating 
that his severest work would be for twelve 
years in the field of horticulture. But 
.Michigan has been the gainer thereby, and 
while the change by which botany and 
horticulture are given separate depart
ments, is welcomed by fruit growers in 
Michigan, all accord to Prof. Beal the 
credit of a largo measure of the success 
which has been recently achieved in 
placing Michigan pomology at tho front. 

~ The Rural N ew Yo-rker says of 
Patrick Barry, the eminent horticulturist: 
'' Born of Irish farmer parentage, near tho 
great linen mart of Belfast, Patrick Barry 
reached America a youth of 20, empty
han<led, and with nothing before him but 
the wide, wi<le world. To-day he ranks 
among the solid financial powers of the 
Empire State." 




