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Nor thern Ct, inese, and extends considerably south,vard 
of it. I ts introduction into T exas \Vas the practical 
beginning of Texas peach-cul ture. The South Ch inese 
race extends a l it tle below the region of the Spanish, 
being most vaulable belov,1 the line of greatest success 
of the latter. This race comprises numerous choice 
varieties, and it is believed that it is the material from 

which to expect ex tra-early varieties for the south. The 
Peen To race occupies the extreme southern portion of 
the Southern Chinese r ange, and extends still below it, 
where no other peaches are kno\1'1n to exist. It is not 
to be seriously d oubted th at it wi ll thrive in a tropical 
climate s ide by s ide with the b anana, orange, e tc.­
G . ONDERDONK. 

COMMENTS BY READERS. 
[ One idea often suggests a-no/he,·. H e,•e is a pa,:e in which at! 1'eaders are inv ited to express the,nselves regarding any nialter that 

ltas r ecently appeared in these colu.>111,s. .(/ you think ,,ou know better regarding sonze poiut than the writer of so,ne recent article, or if 
vou think you canfo,-cibly con.firtn or add to so,ne present or late state111ent in these colu111ns, the Editor woitld be glad to hear f1-01n you 
Many such contn.butio1<s would be welco,11e each 111011tll.] 

The Rascally Seedsmen Again. - Be merciful, 
'' Mary Gaines"! (Page 681 ). You don't tell us ,vhat the 
seeds ,vere or the treatn,en t they received. Fe,v men in 
America have raised as many different kinds of plants 
from seeds as I have done ; and these seeds were ob­
tained by purchase or exchange, or were the donations 
of friends, and a la rge number of them \vere of my o,vn 
saving. And I long ago learned enough about raising 
plants from seed to know that in many cases the seeds­
n1eo's seeds were as good as my o,vo saved, and tha t oft en 
to myself alone were to be a ttributed the causes of fai l­
ure in the seeds to grow. - W. F. 

Helenium Autumnale. - T rue, as your correspond­
e n t (page 683) says, this plant is a n autu mn glory. Io 
September , in good moist garden laud, you can look for 
clumps of it s ix to eight fee t h igh, a golden-capped pil­
lar of bloom. B ut it n eeds a stou t s take, and it needs 
it in time. Fine for cer tain effects and uses as a garden 
plant, but rejected for cut-fl owers. The d\varf form of 
it is some,vhat earl ier-blooming than the other, and is 
more fitted for garden borders. 

Growing the Prizetaker Onion . -(Page 700). The 
seed , though obtained from headquarters, was quite 
badly n1ixed , perhaps one-fifth of the onions being eit her 
red or \vhite, and often qu ite flat. I sowed an ounce of 
seed early, in hotbed, and three ounces in the center 
of a bed of three-fourths of a n acre of r ich b lack land. 
Those transplanted grev.- la rge and genera lly ripened, 
though there was some tendency to thick-necks or scal­
lions. The seed so,vn in drills gave a good s tand of 
onions, that ,vere, \vheo pulled in October , three-fourths 
t hick-necked, not exactly scallions, but ,vith b ulbs only 
par tly formed, and of no value for n1arket. My one 
tri al ,vould seern to indicate: first, that the Prizetaker 
requires a long season and favo rable ci rcu mstances for 
its perfection; second, that ,vheo so situated it yields 
t,vo or three times as much as standard varieties; third, 
t hat it is of fine qual ity , m il d and tender, and w il l sell 
fo r perhaps 50 pe r cent. more than ordinary ooioos. -
S. W. G1ssoN, Jlfic/1. 

Girdling for Fruit.-Tbose girdled trees in the No­
vember number (page 705) re minded me of our seedling 
crab-apple. This ,vasgirdled intentionally. Last spring 
I no ticed it ,vas not dead , and so I had it chopped around 

again . To my surp rise it soon put out leaves, and was 
covered ,vith beau tiful blossoms. I ,vatcbed in vain to 
see it ,..,itber and drop i ts leaves. The las t of August 
my brother came here, and said, ' ' 1' bat tree· that I killed 
two years ago is full of apples. "-ADELE. 

'' My Cellar Work-Table, '' in November number, 
inspires me to tell of m y own, which I think without a 
rival. It is s imply the cellar s tory of a bay-window, 
with a brick wall across, of convenient height for pot­
ting plants, fi lled in a t bottom with charcoal, and then 
with potting-soil to a level. It is fi nished in front with a 
heavy s la b on which to work, and which ser ves to keep 
the brick in place. It is furnished with a d ra in, a nd 
also r eceives th e water from the cem~oted basin of the 
window above. We designed it as a wi nter garden for 
oleander, orange, roses, ivies, etc., which are either 
plan ted directly into it or s tood on top of the earth, as 
preferred. There are th ree \vindo ws, and the place is 
conveniently supplied with fresh earth from outside. I 
find it desirable for potting plants, as ,vell as a lovely 
winter garden for anything need ing light and rest. The 
,valls are cemented, and make a pretty background for 
ivies and taller roses, ,vhicb bold th eir buds and bloom 
all winter. It also affords a suitable place for hangiog­
baskets, and can be made a thing of beauty as well as 
use.-S. A . PLEAS. 

hnproved Vegetable Varieties. - (fJage 681). Of 
new and meritorious vegetables we may menti on Living­
s ton's Favorite, Beauty and Perfection, a nd Atlantic 
P ri ze tomatoes. Among win ter squashes, Pike's P eak 
is very good , but the dull s la te color is against it. E arly 
P uri tan, E mpire State and Everett are good potatoes. 
All-Head cabbage is considered an acquisition. As a 
rule, market-gardeners find it safe to plan t mostly of old 
well- tr ied var ieties of vegetables, ,vb ich need not be 
named here. - E. MORDEN, Ontario, Canada. 

Natural Devices for Cross-Fertilization.-❖:•rn the 
Decem ber number (page 772) you quote a n article from 
P opula1- Sci,nce 1Vews, under the above beading. Text 
and illus trations refer to the sta mens, the withered 
stigmas, etc. , etc., explaining the devices to secure a 
cross. The best point escapes notice . At the annual 

* Ant. J our. Science, p. 308, 1876, ' ' Sens itive S tig111as as an a id to 
cross-fertiliza tion of flo"·e rs," by Prof. vV. J. BEAL. 
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m eet ing of the American f\ssocia tio u for tbe Advance­

m ent of Science, held 10 Detroi t in 1£76, I s hov.,ed tbat 
the t\VO broad, fl a t stigmas o f tr umpet c reeper, ma r ­
ty nia, bladdervvart , and severa l species of n1 im u lus, \Vere 
cu rved a par t in f resh fl ower s . O n a \varm day, as an in­

sect cro \vds into the fl ower th e stig mas a re touched be­
fore the anthers a re reached. Afte r a fe\v seconds, 
whi le the insects "sips tbe ,vate r " be low, th e two 

stigmas approach each o the r, a nd mutua lly and com­
pletely cover the portion \vhich is sensitive to pollen. 

As the insect backs out of the fl ower, no pollen can be 
left on the s tigma of the same fl o \ver . I t hen a n tici­
pa ted, and have s ince seen, that the same state of thi ngs 

exist, in p inquicula , and in species of cata lpa or bignonia . 

- W . J. BEAL. 

••An Improved Oibber.' ' -(Page682 .) I don' t like 

the word "improved. " You can pad tb e h a nd le of any 
d ibber . But, padded or no t padded, give that tool t o a 

m arke t-ga r dener, and se t him p lanting cabbages by tb e 
thousand with it , and, if, at the en d of the fi rs t da y, b e 
h as one good \vo rd to say fo r it, p lease send bi m A111eri­

can Gardening for a yea r a t my expense , a nd the d ibber 

to me as a curiosity .- W. F. 

A hearty invitation is extended (page 683) to the 
friends of A111ei-ican Cai-dening to vis it Editor L ong's 

h ome, at La Salle-on-the-Niagara. Go, every one of 
you wh o can . I have a lready been the re, a nd I no t 
only got a hearty ,ve lcome, bu t fared wel l and ,vas 

m igh ti ly inte rested in b is planta tions and exper imen ts. 

-W. F . 

Remarkable Tenacity of Life.- (Page 758.) Prof . 
W. H. R agan's artic le on the tenacity o f life o f the 

Scotch pine, mentions a case where the ba rk had been 
completely g ird led, witho ut se r ious ! y inte rfering ,vi th 

the aft e rgrowth and development of the tree above t he 
space gird led . I n L incoln P ark, Chicago, ther e is a 
Scotch pine th a t was acc identally g irdled some years ago, 

which would ans wer in its descr ip tion tha t described in 

Prof . R agan' s a rtic le .- W . C. EGAN. 

Improvement in Vegetable Va rieties.-(Page 681. ) 

I have cul ti va ted I-Iende rson 's B us h L ima ever s ince i t 

was int roduced , a nd have been try ing my best to learn 
to like them, b ut find i t impossible. I thin k they a re no 
more to be compared to l(ing of the Garden or Dreer's 

I mproved, than a n ear o f fi e ld-corn is to a n ear of Honey 
or Stowell 's Ever g reen . We have used Henderson 's 
Lima, both in the g reen an d dry sta te, a nd fi nd them 
en t ire ly lacking in the r ich buttery flavor of the best pole 

Lima. The s ize also is against them ; they a re so s m all , 
b o th in pod and bean , tb a t it is qui te a task to gathe r them . 

I think the " coming bean " is B urpee's Ne\v Bush L ima . 
I purchased a packet last spring, but bad the mis fortune 
to have one pla n t destroyed by cut-\vor1ns io the early 
s tage of its gro\vth. The other th ree g rew and bore au 

abundant c rop of large , fu ll-sized beans . I secured 436 
perfect beans f rom m y three plants , a nd all \Vill be 

plan ted nex t yea r . T h ey should be planted, oue bean 
in a p lace, and at least two feet apart , th ree fee t between 

rO\VS. I fi nd it pays, in planting L imas, to stick the m 
\vith the fi ngers eye dov;o , Li mas a re very tender when 

com ing up, and if the g round is baked o r packed \Vi th 
heavy rains, it is a lmost impossible for them to push their 

way through the hard soil if they are planted on their 
s ides. 

T he Ame r ica n Wonder Pea is the favorite here , being 

ear ly, prod uc tive and of e xce ll ent q ua lity. No o ther 
d \var£ pea is gro\vn in m y gard en . 

T he Ja panese W ineberry fr uited (o r at least tried to ) 

this season , and i t is the mos t utterl y wor th less novelty 
I have ever bad o o my place. 

I f we \vould only look a round us at home ,vi tb eyes 
wide o pen , ,ve might often find someth ing of as much o r 
m ore practical value than any thi ng that can be p ur­

ch ased of the dealers. A fe,v years ago son1e b lackber ry 

b us hes s pr an g up by the fe nce, beside the cornfie ld. 
W hi le 'Nalkio g near the re, I fou nd them loaded with 
such be rries as 1 bad never seen o r tas ted before. I 
now h ave two rows of these berries in my ga rden, and 

consider them fa r ahead of a ny berr ies I have ever be­
fore cu l tiva ted . 

I do no t th ink much o f the Crandall Curran t . My 
three-year-o ld b us h has b ad good c ultivation, but never 

bore ha lf a dozen currants.- L . E. LIPPINCOTT, Ill. 

Laing' s Begonias at the World ' s Fair. - (Page 684.) 

Glad to kno\v they a re coming. Laing has got the stuff­
the r e is no be tte r . B ut be \vill have to exert hi mse lf 

most vigor ously if be expects to have a wal k-over. W e 
a re not no\v dependent on Europe for Ar tube rous- rooted 

begoni as, and Mr. L a ing kno\vs it. H is son opened his 

eyes in ama zem ent on a L ong I sland fa rm th is a u tu mn, 
when be s tood in the midst of a field of 20,000 begonias , 
of as good a strain as one migh t expec t to find a t Forest 
H i lls . B ut send your best begon ias, l\!J r Laing, fo r , 

as yet , they lead th e \Vor ld . And more than a ll , come 
yourse lf, J ohn L aing. Come-see th is broad land of 

l ibe r ty, \vhence s heckles f reel y flo,v to thee. Come 
,vbere old f r iends shall mee t thee, and thousands ne ,v 
shall greet thee.-W. F. 

Bedding- Plants in th e Buffalo Parks. - T ha t's 

right. You do need them , an d should have them . But 
th e trouble a ll a long has beeo, the c ity v,; ould n 't pay fo r 

them . All c it ies that have a display of bedd ing-plants 
in th e ir parks pay specia l ly for the sbo,v. Th e re is a n 

impression abroad tha t Superin tendent 1Vlc1Vl illan is op­

p osed to the use of bedd ing-plants in p u blic parks, but 
th is is a mistake; be fav ors t he ir legitimate use, but is 
o p posed to the ir abuse. rfhe whole s ho\v, in the wa y of 

h a rdy o r tender plan ts , d e pends on the l ibera lity o f the 
c ity, a nd n o t on the s up e r intendent. Give to M r . :Nl c­

Mi llan the mean s , and I a m sa tis fied no ma n in the 
country can put them to be t ter use. B ut \vhe re i t is 

needful to depe nd for the req u is ite funds on c i ty offi­
c ials, it is not surpr is ing th a t there s hould be d ifficulty 
in obta ining n1oney fo r art is t ic flor a l or foliage displays. 
- W M. FALCONER . 




