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~~ SUNE ON THE FARM 
Work presses now and the hurry admits of 

Hoeing must be attended to and 

weeds must be kept down, if we would 

The great trouble arises 

lelay 

any crop. 

ir imperfect modes of cultivation. If 

s managed so as to prevent the 

f weeds from getting into the manure 

nd into the soil, we should soon have 

yrk. There is no safety in letting a 

got 

n the bud, take it while it is young and get 

But so long as we 

7 » seed. The true rule is to nip it 

it root and branch. 

go on letting weeds grow and ripen their 

grass crop it will be so much towards help- 
ing out the winter supplies, 

Nishwitz harrow, put on what little manure 
you can scrape up in the yard or under the 
barn and harrow it in. If that is not enough, 

get a little of Ward's special fertilizer for 
grass, and apply it evenly, then sow not less 
than half a bushel of Hungarian grass 

nice of Schlegel, Everett & Co., 16 South 

Market Street, and probably of other dealers. 
| We think this course is worth trying. At 
any rate it is worth a careful consideration 

and now is just the time to think about it. 

Hungarian grass ought to be cut for hay as 

soon as the seed is fully formed and before it 

ripens. 

There is another thing you can do. You 

can still put in a large lot of Swedishr turnips 

or ruta bagas, as they are often called. They 

| will do as late as the twentieth of this month. 

| They will do very fairly on sod land, that is 
land ploughed up now, or after the first crop 

of grass has come off, if you cut it early. 
They will do on light land, but you want 

to plough deep and mellow the surface. 

After the sod is deeply turned, the Shares or 

the Nishwitz harrow will mellow the soil 
without breaking or tearing up the turf 

much, and then a strong application of good 

superphosphate will give the plants a good 

start. Andrew H. Ward, of 123 Water 

Street has got a special fertilizer for this 
also, as our readers may have noticed among 

the advertisements of the Ploughman, and 

we think well of it so far. If you can get a 

heavy crop of Swedes without too much cost 

per bushel, they will help out the hay 
amazingly, and we are quite sure that every 

cow would vote for them, if you would give 

her achance. They make the chief bulk of 

| 

seeds among our corn and potatoes, and 

along the walls, so long shall we have the | 

extra work of cleaning our cultivated crops. | 

The first and most important thing to do, | 

their growth in the fall and can remain in the 

ground till November. 
There is one other thing you can do that is 

worth considering, and tnat is to put in a wide 

Plough a good 

depth, harrow carefully with a Shares or a 

1 tie sere. Snantdeaabnenall 

the bugs on the young vines, the squashes, 
the cucumbers and the melons. Sprinkle a 
little slacked lime over them in the morning 
or soak a little hen dung in water and so 
make their ‘breakfast disgusting to them. 
Scatter sorge wood ashes about the plants, if 

you have any to spare. Can you not let the 
oxen go out to grass now a little while? If 
you keep them on hay through the heavy 
Pweri-e-bite of June grass will do them good. 

Do not fail to give all your cattle a little salt 
once or twice a week. A big lump of rock 
salt is still better.” 

ARTIFICIAL BUTTER. 

The extensive adulterations of butter by 
the use of various animal fats in Europe, 

have suggested the idea of the systematic 

preparation of artificial butter openly and 
publicly so that everybody may know what 

they are using. On this point a recent number 

of The Grocer says: “ Let any enterprising 
capitalist connected with the trade commence 
openly and fairly the manufacture of artificial 
butter, to be made and sold as such, let him 

in the first place use materials which will not 
be offensive either to the imagination or to 
the palate, such, for example, as clean and 
wholesome Australian mutton fat. In order 

to secure the confidence of shop keepers and 

the public, let him open his works to visitors, 
and then let him sell his butter under an 
honest name—and we believe he will be able 

to overcome all prejudice; and in a short 

time do a handsome business, with good pro- 

fits, and have the satisfaction of knowing 

that he has enabled the poor man and the 

poor man’s child to enjoy a cheap slice of 

bread and butter, and many other luxuries 

of which butter forms a part, and also that 
he has destroyed a nefarious system of false 
dealing, for there is a certain peculiarity 

jabout the artificial butter which will become 

‘understood when the trade is familiar with 

{it, and this will finally aid its detection in 
; admixture.” The writer says he has tasted 

therefore, is to get out the weeds and put breadth of fodder corn to cut and cure in the \ purely artificial butter which was really good, 

them beyond all mischief, that is burn them 

next year. 

early part of September. That is a pretty 

Most of our common weeds are wonderfully | ing to do the larger part of the heavy work 

prolific. They bear enormous crops of seed| with the horse, the cost of the cro 
. P | 

and the way in which we leave them does | great. 

not destroy their germinating power. 

pull up a Roman wormwood for instance, 

and the roots bring up with them a large| 

y of the soil attached to them, enough | 

prevent them from drying wholly, and 

hey are commonly left lying on the surface | 

the seed is so far matured as to possess | 

e power of germination. If that vile plant 

ere wholly removec from the land, the dirt | 

1 off and the plant burned, that might 

nd of it. But in most cases, we do not 

»much pains with it. We leave it half| 

perhaps, or partially covered with earth | 

ies there to trouble us and to fill the | 

ground with its seed. So with that trouble- | 

some weed, the purslane. How many farmers 

take any trouble to remove it after it is cut 

u In most cases it is left on the surface, 

and if it has blossomed, the juices contained 

the plant are sufficient to preserve its vital- 

ity and it will go on and perfect and shed its 

seed, and the next year it is so plenty that 

we wonder where it all came from. The 

only true way is never to leave the purslane 

the ground, but to collect all the plants 

that are dug up and remove them promptly 

the lot. If this course 

taken year after year, every time we 

| wholly from 

weasion to hoe, the land would soon 

we 

had 

t me cleaner and the labor of working it 

It is a good plan to do ali the work that is 

possible, in the way of cleaning land with the 

: If the rows of corn 

and potatoes, and especially mangolds and 

other roots, are perfectly straight, it is quite 

iorse hoe or cultivator. 

The main difficulty is in curing it 
We| properly, but the first half of September is 

usually hot and if taken then it can be done. 

Let the ears form on the plants before 
cutting. 

Either of the above methods will give you | 
a great and very important addition to the | Mi ; 
od < w ' the dairy literature of the country is the valu- 

means of getting stock through next winter. 

Which of them is the best and most advisable 

to adopt will depend a little on the land and 

the circumstances of each farmer, the extent 

of mangolds he has already put in, and the 

character and the quality of the feed he is 

expecting to have from other sources. If in 

doubt which to choose, you can try a lot of 

each of the crops named, and we do not 
think you can go far amiss } and the more 

of each you put in, and the better care you 

take of it the more thankful you will be next 

Thanksgiving time. 

HOW ABOUT TALLOW’ 

We should like to know something more 
about the secrets of tallow, where it all comes 

from, how it is prepared and what becomes 
of it all. There are very strange stories that 

often come to our ears about the use of the 

hogs that die on the cars in the rough usage 

to which they are subjected and the crowding 
from which they suffer, how they are crammed 

into steam retorts and come out purified and 

ready to be packed in neat earthen jars and 
sent off to the grocers all white and nice for 
sale. All these accounts we are familiar with, 

but what we want to know is where it all 

goes to and how is it used? The innumera- 

ble applications which we used to make of 
practicable to run the horse hoe between 

them often, and so keep down a great many 

weeds that could otherwise get such a start 

of us as to make it difficult to subdue them. 

We ought always to lay out our work so as 

labor. Horse 

labor is cheaper than hand labor, and all that 

we can manage to do well with a horse in- 

stead of the hand hoe tends to save expense 

to enable us to economise 

and time, both very important items on the 
farm. A great many farmers seem to have a 

sort of dread of putting the rows of mangolds 

far enough apart to admit of cultivating with 

the horse, as if it were a waste of land. 

There Most 

farmers have land enough anyhow, and some 

is no more mistaken idea. 

have too much, but if it were otherwise, we 

should remember that land, or rather the in- 

terest on the value of land is very small 
indeed compared with the cost of labor. That 

is the most serious item, and we want to 

calculate and lay out our plans to make it go 
as far as possible and accomplish ail it can 

ina given time. We would for this reason 

never put the rows of mangolds or Swedes 
less than twenty-seven inches apart, and we 

We 
fear to waste labor rather than land. 

dut land is not wasted by placing the rows 
@ generous distance apart. It gives room for 
dl air and sunlight to enter and for the 
fibrous roots to expand and seek their food 
without crowding each other, and the crop 

de all the better for it. We think the 
mistake of crowding cultivated crops unnec- 
€ssarily is @ Very common oné. The labor of 
: rie and cultivating is greatly increased 
yi » and the crop costs us more than it otherwise would, bushel for bushel, or acre for acre. Had you not better look out and 

avoid this error when you put in the Swedes ? 
There is every indication that hay and 

Stuffs of all kinds are going to be high next fall and winter, It is not too late yet to make calculations for it. What can you do now to meet this exigency? One thing is to cut the grass on the poorer parts of the farm, those that have apparently suffered the Worst from the droughts of the last two or three summers, and from the open and severe Winters that have injured the grass roots in 
— places, and*plough them thoroughly, before the middle of this month and sow 
‘em to millet or Hungarian grass. We re of many judicious and thoughtful mr are going to do this very thing. 
- at can you do better? It is just the 
me to do that. The first crop of grass may 
a light, but on many such knolls it will 

© light anyhow, no matter how long you let 

think three feet still more convenient. 
ought to 

will 

weed 

feeding 

tallow have largely been superseded by veg- 

etable and many mineral novelties. The old 
tallow candle has gone out of date, almost- 

Paraffine wax is not only cheaper but more 

brilliant and more beautiful, and so are the 

mineral lamp oils, that have been introduced 

and used everywhere in place of the old tal- 
low candle, that seems to have gone the way 

of the old tinder box. The use of itas a 

lubricant is a high-priced and rather costly 

luxury, so that the demand for it would seem 

to have greatly diminished and yet the price 
keeps up. What in the world becomes of it 

all? That vast quantities are made in the 
manner intimated we know very well, unless 
we are greatly misinformed, but where it all 

goes tois a serious question. In England 

vast quantities of this purified fat find their 
way into Dutch butter tubs, being used, in 
fact, by way of adulteration. Is it possible 
that it is used for this purpose here? We 
should like to know. 

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 

The Trustees of the Massachusetts Agri- 
cultural College held an adjourned meeting 
at the office of C. L. Flint, Secretary of the 
Corporation, State House, on Wednesday, 
the 22d, at 11 1-2 o’clock, to hear the Report 

of the Committee appointed at a previous 
meeting to confer with President Clark, in 

reference to withdrawing his resignation. 

The Committee reported that they had made 
satisfactory arrangements by which Col. 
Clark would remain. The report was ac- 
cepted. 

We think this decision quite important to 
the welfare of the College. Col. Clark has 
done a great work there. He has been iden- 
tified with the interests of the institution from 
the first and it would be a serious loss to 
have him leave just as it is getting well upon 
its feet. 

THE MONTH OF ROSES. 

That practical old fellow, Robert B. Thom- 
as, of almanac fime, says: “I hope you 
have got through planting. It is getting 
late for corn and potatoes and most of the 
main crops, but Hungarian grass can be 
sown now and the Swedes about the middle 
of the month. Sow in drills about two feet 
apart and you can go through them with the 
horse hoe, and that saves a deal of hand 
hoeing, you know. Stir the ground about 
the garden crops, the beets, the early pota- 
toes and the corn if it is smart enough to 
have got up. Nothing like stirring things 
up this month. Prop up tomatoes if they 
are in need of it. Do not those pease need — and if you can get a good crop of 

"garian grass in addition to the regular 
staking ? Bean poles ought to be set straight 
to make a good job of it. Look sharp after 

frequent cultivating witha horse. By arrang- | better and more healthful than the tons of 

: : ; Sweet and pure. 
or otherwise get rid of them so that they will | sure thing and everybody knows how to cul- ; 

not shed their seeds to give us more trouble | tivate it, in drills far enough to admit of , 
This is an idea. An artificial butter made 

of unexceptionable mixtures, might be vastly 

: vile and rancid stuff that we see every day 

p 1s not iin all our large markets. Why won’t some- 
‘body experiment and study up the subject 
to see if the thing is not practicable. Any- 

, thing to improve on our poor butter. 
i a 

THE DAIRY. 
Among the more recent contributions to 

able Report of Prof. Goessmann of the Agri- 

cultural College. It appears in the Report 
of the Secretary of the State Board of Agri- 

culture. He begins with 

Miik.—The milk of cows is considered, 
by general consent, the most congenial food 
for man. Investigations in regard to its 
proximate constituents and their chemical 
composition, have taught us, probably more 
than anything else, what are the requisites of 
a really anol diet. The relative nutritive 
value of the long list of substances which 
make up our choice articles of food, has fre- 
—_ been decided by a comparison of 
their chemical composition and their physical 
condition with that of milk. A liberal use 
of milk promises to benefit both the dealer 
and the consumer, and deserves hearty en- 
couragement. It is of the utmost impor- 
tance to obtain it in a pure, normal condi- 
tion. The main components of milk are 
partly of an inorganic character. They con- 
sist of butter, casein (or cheesestuff,) sugar 
of milk, the phosphates of lime, magnesia 
and iron, the chlorides of potassium and so- 
dium, besides some soda in combintaion 
with casein. All these compounds, with the 
exception of butter, are present in solution ; 
the latter substance is merely suspended in 
the liquid in countless small globules, and 
causes the peculiar color and the opacity of 
the milk. Each fat globule is surrounded 
by a very thin coating of a nitrogenous suab- 
stance, which disappears soon after exposure 
to air at a favorable temperature. A slight 
alkaline reaction of the fresh, normal milk, 
causes the solubility of the jeasein, and the 
low specific gravity of the suspended fat 
globules favors their rising to the surface, 
where they form cream. The milk from a 
healthy cow always contains all the previ- 
ously enumerated constituents, yet in a some- 
what varying proportion. The quantity of 
milk which can be obtained from a cow, and 
also the quality which each individual cow of 
any — breed furnishes, depends, as 
is well-known, on a number of circumstances, 
the most important of which are, the consti- 
tution, the condition, and the age of the ani- 
mal, the amount and the kind of food, and 
the time and manner of milking. I do not 
propose to treat on these important points 
here in detail, but intend to confine myself 
to a short discussion on those qualities of | 
milk which affect its commercial value, and 
to describe a few of the methods for testing 
it. The constituents of a normal milk have 
been found to vary, usually, within the fol- 
lowing figures :— 

Water, - 
Butter, - 
Casein, - 

Sugar, Soe 
Saline compounds, 

I 
' 

| Its solid matter has been noticed to vary 
tin extreme cases, even from 11.0 to 16.8 per 
‘eent., and its spgpific gravity from 1.026 to 
, 1.034 at 60 deg. F., ing water of that 
| temperature equal to 1.0. As the presence 
of butter has a tendency to lower the spe- 
cific gravity, nnd the presence of casein, 
sugar and saline matter, reacts in the oppo- 
site direction, and as all these various con- 
stituents are liable to vary in percentage, it 
is plain that no reliable deduction can be 
drawn in regard to the total amount of solid 
matter in milk, from a mere test of its spe- 
cific gravity. Skimmed milk. of a high spe- 
cific gravity—1.0338 to 1.9347—contains or- 
dinarily but from 10 to 11.1 cent. of solid 
matter, while a milk unusually rich in cream 
of a specific gravity equal to 1.026, has been 
shown to contain not less than 16.8 per cent. 
of solid matter. A , , unadul 
terated milk has a specific gravity from 1.029 
to 1.033, and contains from 11 to 14 per 
cent. of solid matter. These facts in regard 
to the composition of milk render it certain 
that the common practice of yer pe By 
question, what is genuine milk, and is 
watered milk?” is opened to serious objec- 
tion, unless supported by a supplementary 
test, since it is liable to awaken an unjust 
suspicion of fraudulent practices on the 
of the dealer, while it does not efficiently 
protect the consumer against serious impo- 
sition. To protect the dealer against unjust 
accusations of —— dae of spe- 

owered to a 
im 

cific gravity had to hes a 
(1.026) which would leave it possible for 
diserily geod. sail eth of water to an or- 
inarily milk, without rendering him- 

self open to the suspicion of fraud. There 
is little reason with us to fear the adultera- 
tion of milk with chalk, flour, starch, 
sheep’s brains, and other auxiliaries 
abominations, of which our books tell us, as 
long as water will answer all practical pur- 
poses ; since it is abundant, and upon whi 
t00 degrees refers to a specific gravity of 
skimmed milk under ordinary circumstances. 
From the fact that the specific gravity of 

good milk, fafter being raised by skimming, 
may be restored by the addition of a certain 
amount of water, it is obvious that the prin- 
ciple which underlies the application of hy- 
drometers is here of little value. To sup- 
plement the preceding mode of examination, 
optical tests: have been pro’ Donne s 
and Vogel’s lactoscope are designed for that 
purpose ; and are based upon the assumption 
that the more concentrated a milk is the 
thinner the stratum through which light will 
pass. 4 scale is polars with the instru- 
ment to determine the difference between 
ood milk, and water, and mixtures of both. 
Jnfortunately the fat gobules which mainly 

cause the purity of milk vary in percentage, 
even in a pure article, so much that very 
little information can be deduced from these 
indications beyond the question concerning 
the amount of butter present. Examina- 
tions with the microscope are very instruc- 
tive, yet they require the hands of experts. 
Quite satisfactory results may be obtained by 
first ascertaining the specific gravity of milk, 
and the subsequent measuring of the amount 
of cream which separates from a given quan- 
tity of it at a certain temperature in a given 
time; in other words, test the milk in its 
fresh condition, and again after the cream 
has been separated by means of any good 
aerometer, and notice the amount of cream 
that has been formed. Proskauer’s aerom- 
eter is constructed with regard to these 
points ; a scale based on actual observation 
increases its usefulness. Whenever time and 
circumstances permit, it is advisable to as- 
certain the specific gravity of the milk, and 
determine its solid matter by weight, after 
careful evaporation to dryness. Our exact 
modes for scientific purposes are unobjec- 
tionable, yet they require more time than 
will usually be allowed for more commercial 
inquiries. 

SUGAR BEETS. 
During the last six, months the subject of 

cultivating roots for stock feeding has been 
talked about more than usual by farmers all 
through the northern and middle States. 
This may be accounted for in a measure by 
protracted drought of last year, cutting short 
the hay crop one-half at least, so that when 
cold weather set in dairymen and stock 
raisers found themselves with a short supply 
of winter food for their cattle. In a number of 
instances farmers sold off a part of their 
stock in the fall at low prices sooner than 
run the risk of wintering a full herd ona 
short allowance of food. 

Without knowing anything of the cause, 
the fact that the hay crop was a short one 
may soon be got at by looking at the market 
reports in the different eastern cities, and, 
when the quotations for Timothy are from 
$35 to $40 a ton, it will require no prophet 
to tell us that the hay crop of 1871 was a 
very short one. Now the fact of the drought 
of last summer affords no guarantee what- 
ever, but the same cause may affect the crop 

next season as well; and those who look at 
the matter in this light are not likely to 
suffer themselves to be oot napping the next 
year. One practical lesson of this kind, cut- 
ting off a large share of the profits of the 
year’s labor, usually has a salutary effect on 
the shrewd American farmer. 

VakIETIES.—The best farmers, both in 
England and this country have always placed 
a high value on the beet as an important 
article of food both for young stock and 
milch cows. Among the kinds that have 
been grown extensively for this purpose may 
be named the red and yellow mangel wurzel 
and white sugar. Although the last named 
kind does not yield anything like as many 
bushels per acre as the former, stil! the white 
sugar has seemed to be more valuable for 
feeding purposes than either of tne other 
sorts, and for this reason more of the white 
sugar has been raised under field culture. 

Soru.—Beets, like all other kinds of roots, 
can be raised on any.character of soil, from 
a stiff, heavy clay down to a blowing sand, if 
such character of soil is in good heart. But 
when we calculate the expense of growing a 
crop with a desire to raise the larger number 
of bushels from a given space, at the lowest 
cost per bushel, then it will make a great 
difference in the expense whether the soil is 
a heavy clay or a sandy loam. All other 
things being equal, the latter kind of soil 
will produce the largest yield at the lowest 
expense for labor in cultivation, and where a 
farmer has a choice, he should select a sandy 
loam in preference to a clay soil to plant 
beets upon. The expense for labor in grow- 
ing an acre of roots has always acted as a 
check on their more general cultivation, but 
it never should be lost sight of that ——- 
ry of the soil before planting the 

is the first economical step to be taken 
in raising roots as a field crop. Fall plough- 
ing, throwing the land into narrow ridges, we 
have always relied upon as one of the best 
methods of getting the soil in the finest 
mechanical condition. The alternate freezing 
and thawing during the winter months leaves 
the soil by spring loose and mellow, and 
easily puapesel fa sowing. Where circum- 
stances prevented fall ploughing, then in 
April. When the le is chosen for beets, 
plough twice by all means. The first plough- 
ing» may be done as early in Apri as the 
weather will permit. This should be done 
lengthwise of the field in “ lands ” of twenty 
feet wide. These “lands” should then be 
harrowed down, giving three or four scrapes, 
so that the surface will be made fine, break- 
ing up every lump, leaving the surface mel- 
low. Before ploughing the second time, a 
dressing of say twenty-two horse loads of 
weil rotted barnyard manure may be spread 
evenly on the surface, and where cross 
ploughing covered in. When the manure is 
on hand it is more economical to plough it in 
during the fall than at the spring ploughing. 
We have found that fifteen loads turned 
under in this way in the fall will produce as 
large a crop of beets as twenty will if put on 
in the spring especially if the manure is not 
thoroughly rotted. In case special fertilizers 
are to be used, then they should be scattered 
broadcast on the surface just before the last 
harrowing, so as to be well mixed in with 
the surface soil. With bone dust, superphos- 
phate, and fish guano, ay A should eleape be 
mixed with twice their bulk of soil before 
spreading them on the surface, or, in fact, 
applying these fertilizers to any crop. 

THE CORRECT WEIGHT OF MILK. 
Mr. Gail Borden, of White Plains, N. Y., 

who conducts an establishment for preparing 
condensed milk, has been making some ex- 
periments for the purpose of determining the 
correct weight of crude milk. He took the 
milk of several cows and mingling it together 
and then thoroughly cooling it, he carried it 
directly to the “ U. 4 Sealer of Weights and 
Measures,” who measured and weighed the 
milk by accurate Government weights and 
measures. The result was that a quart of 
milk, so measure! and weighed on delicate 
scales, was equal to two pounds, two ounces, 
and one quarter of an ounce (2 lbs. 2 1-4 
ounces). ‘The tests were made with different 
samples of milk at different times, but with- 
out materially altering the weight. Mr. 
Borden has adopted the above as a true 
weight of a quart of milk having a fair aver- 
age quality. Hence, any person who buys 
milk may determine by weight, with satis- 
factory accuracy, whether he receives a quart 
when bo is required to pay for that quantity. 

Scurvy Heap AnD Beak.—This is an- 
other of those diseases to which fowls are li- 
able in early spring, Birds so affected, ei- 
ther old or young, should be at once removed 
to warm dry quarters, and the head, beak and 
neck rubbed thore hly once or twice a day 
with a (ne of sulphur ointment. The 

and | beak be washed and thorough! 

do not use the oint- 
ment as frequently as for the head, and scra- 
ping dispensed with. In following these di- 
rections for a week or ten days not a vestige 

<j ee beth ae the ointment ; five te 

of the disease will remain. 

®uestions & Answers. 
A TROUBLESOME INSECT. 

Editor Massachusetts Ploughman: 

We are very much troubled with a very 
small red spider (or insect) that crawls 
through the doors and windows of our house 
and all over the house, making a great 
amount of work. and trouble yea being a 
great annoyance every way. 

If you or any of the correspondents of the 
Ploughman can inform us of any way to get 
clear of them you will confer a great favor 
ona SUBSCRIBER OF 28 YEARs. 

North Bridgewater, Mass., May 20, 1872. 

The insect described by our correspondent 
is undoubtedly an acarus, belonging to the 
great family Acaridae. We can hardly ad- 
vise him as to means of destroying the pests. 
In allied species which are parasites upon 

animals, sulphur in various forms is effica- 

cious, 
Probably a wash of a solution’of sulphur 

on the woodwork of the doors and sashes 

would help to keep out the insects, and an 
application of dry flour of sulphur in the 

cracks and crevices of the walls and floor 

will in a great measure keep them subdued. 
—( Ed. 

Correspondence, 
"ROADSIDE HEDGES. 
Editor Massachusetts Ploughman. 

Is there any effective word of remonstrance 
you can utter to prevent a sad habit prevail- 

ing throughout our country towns? The 
farmers call it “ cutting bushes,” or “ elear- 

ing up,” and it consists in ruthlessly hacking 
away all the pleasant green growth of the 

roadside, leaving it to wither and redden in 

the sun during the summer. Sometimes the 

ground is burned over to add to the desola- 

tion. If one asks “ Why ?” the answer may 
be, “ It spoils the grass.” But we see the 

same process on wooded roads, where the 

scythe is never used. ‘* The road is too nar- 

row, you can’t pass aload of hay,” may be 
another defence. 

That “ load of hay,” is constantly held up 

asa terror. I have long ‘since ceased to 
tremble at the idea, having driven through 

all sorts of by-paths for forty years, and nev- 

er yet have found the place, where, with mu- 
tual accommodation, two teams could not 
ass. 

But aside from this, the “ bush-cutting” 

operation is perpetrated on roads wide 
enough for three loads of hay to stand 
abreast. 

Now what can be said to persuade our dear 

friends, the farmers, that God’s work is bet- 

ter than man’s destruction. Cannot they be 

persuaded to pause just as the hatchet is at 
the root, and ex mine the beautiful life they 

are taking? the delicate green, unfolding at 

the end of each little twig, oftentimes a pret- 

ty flowering shrub, like the wild cherry, or 

graceful clinging vines, like the clematis, and 

woodbine ? surely, these are more beautiful 
than barren stone walls, or dead, ragged 

brush-wood. 

Would that all our people could see and 
admire the wild hedgerows of Old England, 
cherished so carefully that the whole country 
resembles a continuous garden. A road is 
seldom laid out there without turfing the 

bank and planting a hedge. Our native 

shrubs, even including the much despised 
though graceful and delicate birch, form just 

as pretty hedgerows if they are only left to 

their own growth. 

Do, dear Mr. Editor, exert your “ power 
of the press,” to preserve the beauty of our 

country towns, and relieve and oblige 
An ANXIOUS OBSERVER. 

eee 

PLANTING POTATOES. 
Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : 

I see it strongly recommended in the last 

Ploughman to plant potatoes early. To in- 

sure a large crop it may be preferable, but to 

insure a good table potato for late winter 
and spring use I have my doubts. I wish 

you or some one “who knows about farm- 

ing” would tel] us why second crop, or very 
late planted potatoes, are good and mealy 
this time of the year, while early planted 
are hardly fit to eat, as all know who have 

had to purchase their eating potatoes in 
Boston markets this spring. I now have 
potatoes up and large enough to hoe for 
early use. I have prepared a piece of land 
which I shall plant the last of June for my 
winter and spring potatoes. 

Some say the Early Rose is not a good 
winter and spring potato. Planted late they 
would be as good as the best for spring eat- 
ing, but they are an early potato ; planted 
early they get ripe in the heat of the summer ; 
lying in the hot ground after ripe destroys 
the starch in the potato ; planted late so as 
to ripen in the fall, they are now as good as 
any potato can be. = Yours truly, 

Cart. Joun T. Coss. 
Ipswich, Mass., May 20, 1872. 

A NEW WATER CONDUCTOR. 

Editor Massachusetts Ploughman : 

“ What to use for water pipes,” in Plough- 
man for May 10, from Dr. Nichols’ Fireside 

Science, brought to mind a Vermont inven- 

tion for this purpose. 

This is the invention of John W. Brown 

of Milton, Vt., and was patented Jan. 2, 1872. 

It is constructed of earth and cement, and 

among the advantages claimed for this con- 

ductor, are cheapness, durability, freedom 
from poisone and impurities, and simplicity of 
construction. 

It is made by taking “ horse-shoe” tile, of 

the proper size, inverting it, and placing in- 
side the round, or “ pipe tile.” These last 

are placed in the first so as to break joints, 
and firmly imbedded therein with cement. 
Where the work is properly done, there is no 
danger of leakage, and when hardened the ce- 
ment will be of the consistence of stone. 

This conductor can be manufactured of 
any size desired, and we ean see no reason 
why it should not answer all the advantages 
claimed for it by the inventor. 

Of course it could be put down anywhere 
that drain tile can, and would be subject to 
the same conditions, so far as relates to 
frost, ete. 

Wooden pump logs are commonly used in 
this section of country, but the material is 
getting somewhat scarce, and there is often 
considerable difficulty experienced from leak- 

ing, and the logs otherwise getting out of 
order. 
We have another Vermont invention, also, 

for this purpose. It is “ Moulton’s Water 
Tubing,” and is manufactured by Moulton 
Brothers & Co., of Morrisville, Vt. This is 
made of kiln dried spruce lumber, ingenious- 

ly fitted together, wound with copper wire, 
and thoroughly saturated with coal tar. 

These tubes which are a rod in length, fit in- 

to castiron sockets, tightly, and are easily 

put in place. They are not affected by frost, 
that is, they will not leak from this cause, 
and are found thus far, to be very durable, 
remaining sound in soils where the common 

pump logs would soon rét and become use- 
less. E. R. Tow e. 

fest Berkshire, Vt. 

NOTES ON THE STRAWBERRY. 

NUMRER IV. 

We often see new varieties of strawberries 

brought out that prove worthless for general 

culture, the Jucunda, for instance, under the 

name of No. 700. It was disseminated 

through the mail to every part of our coun- 

try, but I never heard of any seedling num- 

bering less or more than 700 to be sent out 

or advertised. 

No. 700 was the strawberry for the mil- 
lion ; so it proved as far as sending for plants 
to the origmator. 

I do not dispute but that Mr. Knox (the 
originator) did grow the Jucunda to perfec- 
tion, but I doubt if any other man in this 
country possessed such a lot of land. 

In the first place, his land was a coal 
measure that had been mined, leaving it 

subterranean drained, and then it is tile 

drained every twenty feet, and stuffed with 

manure. A strong clay soil with such treat- 

ment will push almost any desired crop. 
I never questioned his crops. He grew 

them in stools about ten thousand to the 

acre, tending with the hoe, each plant re- 

ceiving as much care as is usually given to a 

cabbage, growing them between his grape 

vines, which perhaps might have prevented 
them from sun scorching. 

With the fruit growers the berry has been 

a failure. Some fifteen years ago Dr. Stod- 
dard, of Albany had a new seedling spring 

up in his garden, of the Alpine variety ; it 

bore such abundant crops that his neighbors 

advised him to put them upon the market, 

because it was so productive and hardy. 

He was a man of the strictest integrity, 

and after his plants were put out they proved 
worthless, with all, and the horticultural 

journals condemned it asa sell. He laid 
the matter before the leading horticulturists 

of Albany, why the plant should do so well 
with him, as they saw, and should fail with 

others, 

The first question asked him was, what 

kind of soil his garden possessed ; his answer 

was, no particular soil, he bought it where 

he could by the load, gravel, loam soil, in 

fact anything that would fill his lot nine feet. 

Their curiosity prompted them to dig ; 

they did dig and traced the roots of his 

plants seven feet deep, and doubtless they 

lost the trace two feet, giving those plants 

nine feet of pabulum, just suited to their 

wants. 
The Doctor was exonerated from all blame 

n his transaction. 
So in many cases of prodigies, they are 

only so from surrounding circumstances, 

not from any inherent properties they pos- 
sess ; but still we should strive to get better 

varieties of fruit ; progress is and should ever 
be our motto. 

Every new variety will receive all its 
merits from the public. I can’t believe any 
fruit grower ever palmed off on the public 
any plant that he thought worthless ; they 

will do something under favorable circum- 

stances, and often be prodigies in their 
first development, because no man of sense 
can be oblivious to the fact that his plants 
will show their habits in the hands of his 
patrons. J. S. NEEDHAM. 

POTASH ON FRUIT TREES. 

Dr. George B. Wood, in a late commni- 
cation to the American Philosophical Soci- 
ety, in Philadelphia, presented the result of 
certain experiments made by him upon the 
effects of salts of potassa, when applied to 
grain or fruit producing soils. In his view, 
the depreciation of the productiveness of 
apple, peach and quince orchards is due to 
the exhaustion of potash from the soil. 
Several such pao v4 formerly very valu- 
able, but which had withina few years ceased 
to bear much fruit, on being treated with an 
application of wood ashes to the roots of the 
trees, were completely revived, producing fuli 
crops the following year. A still more strik- 
ing effect was seen the second year, under a 
renewal of the application. He cited several 
other instances where the same results fol- 
lowed ; in one case where an apple orchard, 
planted on an old orchard’s site, which had 
never borne fruit, was made to produce a 
good crop by the application of ashes. Those 
who have failing orchards and fruit trees that 
have quit bearing, should put ashes around 
the roots of their trees, which proves a sure 
remedy. 

SOWING GRASS ALONE. 
A writer in the Rural New Yorker says— 

“Now, I do not believe in any of this old- 
time nonsense of sowing grass seed or clover 
with oats, rye or wheat, just because some- 
body has said it was the best way. If a man 
wants a field seeded with Timothy, sow that 

and nothing else; and the same with any 
other kind of grass, or even clover, for any 

of them will grow far better alone than 

when crowded, shaded, or the soil about the 

roots robbed of its moisture by some coarse, 

rank-growing grain. Of course on rich 
moist soils, a man may seed down with grain 
and thereby save one season; but it is poor 

policy to follow this system on old, nearly 

worn out soils, even if our fathers and grand- 

fathers “always did so.” Then, again, it 

is folly to mix clover and Timothy together 

in the same field, for they are never both in 

proper eondition for cutting at the same time, 

and a little musty, over-ripe clover, mixed in 

with the hay, adds nothing to its value. By 

keeping both se each can be cut when 

int t condition for hay, and this rule 

will hold good with all kinds of forage 

plants. 

Tor Dresstno Grass. Prof. a 

Michigan Agricultural College, gives the fol- 

lowing results of top dressing grass land, per- 

formed some years ago at that college. Such 

experiments are worth ——— and will 
btless give ing amounts of increase, 

sith soils, Ceoene wal oat influences. Soil 
sandy loam, not ina high state of cultiva- 
tion, nor very strong land : 

Pree eee eee 

loads fine MUCK ..++-+-eeeesseeeeee ed 

> loads fine muck, 2 to 3 bushels salt. .81 
Is salt . 90 

COVERING MANURE. 
It is remarkable that more attention is 

not given to the subject of covering manure 
from the weather, and especially from too 
much rain. ‘Those who have given the mat- 
ter particular attention have found that ma- 
nure so protected is worth double that which 
is left out in the open air. Two loads for 
one is a profit few farmers can afford to lose, 
There is no question which so vitally con- 
cerns the farmer as this one of manure. 
Much that he does has -reference to it. 
Straw is not to be sold because it makes ma- 
nure. Stock is fed through the winter for 
the express purpose of manure making. Ar- 
ticles which scarcely pay to send tu market, 
are nevertheless taken to the city in order 
that manure may be brought back as a re- 
turn load ; and yet the whole of the manure 
made, remains all the season exposed to the 
sun, wind, and rain, until it is diminished in 
value to so great an extent as it is. The 
trouble is that few really believe that exposed 
manures undergo this foss. But the matter 
has been too thoroughly tested to admit of a 
doubt. We know first class farmers who 
did not themselves believe it, until by actual 
experiment they found out its truth. 

n arranging farm buildings it will pay 
well to look as much to the preservation of 
the manure as of the hay or grain ; and those 
who have their buildings already finished 
without these manurial arrangements will find 
that $25 or $30 spent on boards for a shed 
will rank among the best investments ever 
made.—Germantown Telegraph. 

comnampesnenematgiasitie en 
APPLYING MANURE. 

A correspondent of the Rural Tome, 
writes: If the farmer has manure made, or 
kept through the summer, it will become 
fermented ; it cannot be avoided in the warm 
season. Such manure is best applied on the 
surface, aud worked in with the harrow ; and 
if applied to winter wheat, there is perhaps 
no better mode, as it has the mechanical 
effect of keeping the suriace loose to resist 
the frosts of winter, as well as the stimula- 
ting effect of producing an early growth of 
the crop. But in the use of green manures 
in spring for summer crops, experience has 
convinced me that to plough under, and al- 
low fermentation to take place in the soil, 
where all the volatile gases can be absorbed 
and taken up by the growing crop,is most 

economical and best. We are often deceived 
in the effects of manure by the amount used. 
In applying common barnyard manure in an 
unfermented state, we get but about one- 

third the amount of manure in the same 
bulk that we have when used in a decayed 
state. 

THE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF 
FRANCE. 

This Society was established in 1868, and 
consists of between 3,000 and 4,000 members 

who are resident in almost every department 
of France. 

It appears that the Council of the Society 
is arranged into ten sections for the follow- 
ing departments :—First, agricultural proper; 
ps of breeding and rearing live stock; 
third, the cultivation of the vine; fourth, 
woods and waste land; fifth, horticulture 
and the cultivation of fruit trees; sixth, cli- 
matology, irrigation, and the economy of wa- 
ter generally ; also, with sectional railways 
for the benefit of agriculture ; seventh, agri- 
cultural industries ; eighth, silk culture, and 

entomology generally ; ninth, ruraleconomy, 
and legislation bearing upon agriculture ; and 
tenth, the creation of superior agricultural 
schools, ete. 

Every one who has travelled in France 
must have been impressed with the fact that 
agriculture in many districts is very much be- 
hind, particularly as regards the breeding 
and general management of live stock; and 
also that there are large tracts of country 
which could be profitably reclaimed and 
brought under cultivation. With such a cli- 
mate as that of France, and with soils gener- 
ally so friable and fertile, the aggregate 
produce might be increased to an extent far 
exceeding the estimates made by the most 
sanguine agriculturists. 

PLANTING APPLE ORCHARDS. 
No man, in the review of the past season, 

can truthfully say that the apple trees have 
done bearing. The yield has been bountful, 
notwithstanding the great drouth, and ap- 
ples have been a drug in many communities, 
yet good winter apples are now bringing re- 
munerative prices—three dollars a barrel 
and upward. Thousands of barrels have 
been sent into New England, and are now 
selling in sight of farms once blessed with 
productive orchards. The excuse for not 
planting has been the failure of the old trees 
to bear. Why should they bear, given over, 
as they have been, to utter neglect tor a 
whole generation? A tree can no more bear 
fruit without nourishment than a cow can 
give milk without fodder. There are or- 
chards in the older parts of the country well 
fed and as productive as ever. There was 
never more encouragement to plant more 
varieties of the apple than now. There is 
no danger of overstocking the market with 
good sound winter apples. Even in this 
year of plenty, the long keeping varieties 
will bring good prices. Every farm should 
have its orchard.— Hearth and Home. 

The Stable. 
HORSES FOR AGRICULTURAL 

P 
We want larger, heavier, stronger and 

more powerful, and yet tractable horses, than 
Americans are accustomed to raise. There 
is an increasing demand for large and heavy 
horses. Our country is already too full of 
light, fractious, dancing, prancing, and little 
mule teams. We do not need speed so much 
as strength. A writer in the rf, Fied & 
Farm says on this subject : 

“ While we have attained to a prominence 
in the racing world second only to Great 
Britain, and are pre-eminent as breeders of 
trotters, we are sadly behind the times, and 
can produce but very few superior draft 
horses. While in other breeds we rank with 
other nations, we must confess that our draft 
horses are sadly common-place. — 

“Proper attention is not given to the 
science of breeding. “The majority of people 
do not pause to study the horse, to observe 
his characteris'ics ; if he possesses a h 
sounding name, an astonishing record and a 
dazzling pedigree, it is sufficient. 

“ Too many farmers breed from horses cel- 
ebrated only for speed, horses that possess 
neither beauty nor endurance, but having 
gained a local celebrity, are immensely pop- 
ular in the neighborhood where they stand. 
Every colt now-a-days is an embryo Dezter ; 
farmers, as soon as the colts are foaled, see 
the style, the action and the infallible sign 
that bespeaks 2:17 1-4. We search too much 
for speed and too little for beauty and endur- 
ance; we have unhealthy hungerings for the 
former and do not give sufficient attention to 
the latter. In nine cases out of ten, horses 
are not fitted for the road, for the fast work 
for which they are bred; they are unsuitable 
for the plough or the dray, from the delicacy 
of their constitutions, and are consequent! 
useless; then, in view of these facts, it is 

that farmers, instead of trying to 
breed trotters, should endeavor to raise good 
serviceable horses—horses fitted for any and 
all work, no matter how hooey an how Hight 
the plough, the coach or truck. " 

“In many localities there are stallions 
standing being served to mares that are 
entirely unfitted for the service of the stud ; 
they are horses whose progeny neither show 
style, beauty nor endurance, and yet the pub- 
lie fail to see the worthlessness of these horses 

and continue to breed from them; under 
these circumstances our horses cannot be im- 
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MAINE FARMING NOTES. 

NUMBER III, 

A week of drying weather has enabled 
farmers to make considerable progress in 

their spring’s work. Nearly all the sowing 
has been completed and planting begun. 
More wheat has been sown than for years 
past, and less potatoes planted. Root crops 

are engaging attention as aids to winter 
feeding. ‘The sugar beet, especially Lane’s 
Improved Imperial, is an excellent feeding 
root. I raised it last year, and it exceeded 
my expectations. The seed is procurable of 

B. K. Bliss & Sons, 37 Park Row, N. Y., 

at $1,25 per pound. One pound is suffi- 
cient for one third of an acre. I shall plant 
this as a feeding root, almost exclusively this 

year. 
Stock Notes. 

The Knox colt which D. Dudley of Presque 
'sle sold a few weeks ago to Mr. Clark, of 

Kendall’s Mills, for $500, has since been 

sold by Clark to Mr. Wells for $1000, and 

by Wells to New York parties for $2000. 

The Lewiston Journal says : H. M. Temple 

of Richmond, sheared from eight sheep sixty- 
six and one-half pounds of wool, weighed 
as taken from the sheep, the heaviest fleece 

being ten pounds nine ounces; the average 

heing eight pounds five ounces. 

The Farmer says Warren Hall of Vassa:- 

boro’ has recently sold to the Maine Insane 
Hospital one Chester boar and two sows; to 
G. D. Stockwell, of Eddington, one Short 

Horn cow, Sue Mundy, sired by Gen. Smith, 

5711, out of Lucy 2d; to 8. G. Otis of Hal- 

lowell, cows May Day, 2d by Boz, 3694, out 

of May Day ; Perfection, by Duke of Manlius, 
2d, 5740, out of Kitty; Tulip, by Gen. Smith, 
5711, out of Beauty, 2d ; also bull calf Roan 

Carl, by Young Carlisle, 7408, out of Lady 

Emma. 

The Farmer says Mr. H. D. F. Wyman, 

of Belgrade Hill, has sold his four years old 

colt “Bruno,” to John May of Augusta, for 

31000. Also a Drew colt for 8300. 

The Presque Isle Sunrise says that J. F. 
Barto of Maysville, has a flock of nine ewes, 

each of which gave birth to twin lambs the 

present spring. All but two of the lambs 
are alive and growing finely. They are grade 

Cotswold. 
Amount of Snow. 

A careful and observing farmer of Unity, 

in this County, Mr. Peter Moulton writes : 

I send you the depth of every fall of snow 
we have had the past winter. I find by 

looking over my diary, that there has been 
twenty-two falls of snow, amounting in the 

whole to just six feet four and one-half 

inches. I have taken pains to put down the 
date of each snow and the amount in inches, 

by careful measurement in the woods where 

there was nothing to disturb it as it fell. 

1871. y. 11th, fell. 10 inches snow 
bth, 2 = ” 

3 
11-2 

~ 
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Apr. 
“4th, 11-2 “ “ 

I believe the fall of snow has not been 
quite as large as usual for this part of the 

country, but what was wanting in quantity 

in the month of March, was most certainly 
made up in activity all through that month, 

It is a general expression that “we have 
had a very long, cold winter.” So we have, 
but we have not had any so extremely eold 
weather as we often do. I did notsee the 
mercury below fifteen degrees any day last 
winter. 

By Prof. Fernald’s meteorological fable 

it appears that the mean temperature of the 
month of April just passed, was 40.26 deg., 

a small fraction of a degree colder than the 
corresponding month last year. Two inches 

more snow fell during April of this year than 
in April of last, but nearly three inches less 
rain fell. The wind blew from the northwest 

and west about half the time. 

Canning Establiskments. 

We have several establishments devoted 
to canning green corn, berries and vegeta- 

bles. On the coast are seen eight or ten 

large factories for putting up lobsters and 
clams in cans. This business furnishes many 

hands with employment, and is quite an item 
among our industries. 

The Brightan News, in an account of the 

extensive canning works of Mr. J. Winslow 
Jones, enumerating his dozen factories in 

various parts of Maine and in the Dominion 
of Canada, makes the following statement in 

regard to the invention of the process of pre- 
serving corn. 

The process of canning corn was invented 
some thirty years since by the late Isaac 
Winslow of Philadelphia. His brother, the 

late Nathan Winslow, of Portland, carried 

on the business a long time, paying a royalty 
to the inventor. Some years since John 
Winslow Jones, nephew of the Winslows, 
purchased the exelusive right, one half of 

which he sold to the Portland Packing Co. 

Aroostook Co. < 

A correspondent in Aroostook writes us: 
“Our fields and pastures are green and the 
cattle and sheep are enjoying the short green 

grass (May 7th.) Farmers have been 

ploughing for a week and some wheat has 
been sown on burnt ground. Hay abundant 
at $8 and $10. Oats, 40 cts.” 

The weather is warm and balmy, and the 

farmers are making speedy preparations for 

planting. Many have already planted their 

early potatoes and peas, and some have 

planted their corn, but we think it better be 

out of the ground until it is in proper condi- 

tion to receive it. 
There seems to be plenty of hay for the 

teams of the farmers while doing their spring 
work, and a reduced price. 

Grass is looking first rate, and much bet- 

ter than for two years previous. 

The State Fair. 

The Trustees of the Maine State Agricul- 
tural Society, met at the Cony House, Au- 
gusta, on Tuesday afternoon of last week, 

proved; they will deteriorate.” and adjourned to meet in Bangor, June 4th. 

Hon. Samuel Wasson of Ellsworth, Vice 

President Wingate, and the other members 

of the Board were present. ‘The premium 
list which was adopted and upon which a 
competent committee has been at work, is 

weil arranged and liberal. Themes for dis- 

cussion in the Farmers’ Convention have 
been arranged for four evenings of the 

fair. The Maine Central and Grand Trunk 
Railroads have agreed to transport freight 
for the Fair free, and will take passengers at 
half fare. The prizes for trials of speed 

horses are quite large. J. W. Layo. 

a ,* « 

Aiscellancous. 
BOOK FARMING. 

Those who are opposed to book farming 

are requested to read the following, and give 

us their opinion :— 

There ‘was a farmer once who hesitated 
not to hurl all manner of invectives against 
book farming and those who consulted books 
for advice. By long experience and practical 
observation, he had become quite successful 
in the culture of grapes and trees. His fields 
were clean and fair, and highly productive. 
His trees were vigorous, well adjusted, and 
profitable. 

In conversation with a friend, he related 
his experience in raising grapes and trees, 

entering into the minutest details, some- 
times, becoming quite eloquent when des- 
cribing his victories over the enemies which 
infest them. 

“His knowledge,” he said “was gained 
by dint of application, by actual experience 
and hard labor. It was none of your book 
knowledge written by men who knew noth- 
ing about farming.” 

“ Well,” said his friend, “if all this valu- 
able information gained by assiduons /abor 
and observation of so many years, and which 
you have so clearly described, were written 
out and published, which would you have a 
young and inexperienced man do—take this 
as he finds it from your pen, or go through 
the same tedious process that you have gone 
through with, including all its vexations 
and losses? ” 

The question puzzled him, and he was 
silent for a moment; but was obliged at last 
to confess that, after all, there was much that 

was valuable in books, because combining 

and relating the results and experience of 
practical cultivators. 

Do not condemn book farming. You may 
criticise certain books very severely, because 
written by ignorant, theoretical hands; but 
there is always good wheat as well as abun- 
dant chaff. So there are many good bocks 
as well as poor ones The time may come, 
when a single hint from a book or paper 
may save your farm or orchard, or add to 
your wealth, by telling you how to increase 
your crops. 

——— 

PREMIUM FOR GOOD ROADS. 

We see that the Agricultural Society at 
Vineland, New Jeneg, Ine effered prizes for 
the best roads made and kept in order by 
private enterprise. The matter is yet an ex- 
an but we doubt not it will prove a 

yenefit to those living within the territory 
where competition is to take place. Now 
would it not be a wise plan for the agricul- 
tural associations of Ohio and other western 
States to adopt a similar mode to create a 
greater interest than has been shown hereto- 
fore in making good highways ? 

If such a step was called for in the East, 
there certainly 1s a demand for it in our clay 
and muck sections, where we have never had 
many thoroughfares to brag on outside of 
the cities. 

The New York Sun in noticing this new 
move very sensibly remarks, that it is a well 
known fact that a majority of country roads 
are almost hegumeaille for nearly or quite 
one half of the year, and if a little pleasant 
rivalry can be started between neighbors, 
something might be cone towards abating an 
almost universal nuisance. If farmers would 
once stop to think how much trouble and 
labor might be saved by having geod roads, 
besides the increased value of their farms, 
they would not begrudge a little extra work 
on the highway. 

Roads are the first thing a stranger notices 
when passing through a country, and a man 
may tne ever so good a farm, but if the 
roads which run thrvugh or along side of it 
are bad, we may rest assured that they will 
attract the most attention. Our eqiedinaal 
societies could not do a better thing than to 
offer large prizes for good roads. Let every 
highway in the country be as well kept as a 
race course, and then our farmers car bring 
out their fast horses every day and show 
their speed, and there will be no necessity of 
making a journey of twenty or more miles 
to find a place more suitable for a farm horse 
to trot at a five mile gait. 

——— 

A COW FEEDING COMPANY. 
There are companies for everything in these 

days. No sooner are girls and boys out 
of their teens than they keep company with 
each other, and as they grow older it is com- 
pany still. Whether it is to manufaeture 
pin heads, or those circumstances in life 
which make pin money a necessity, still the 
company style of business is the popular idea. 

Every householder knows how nice it is to 
keep a cow, at least he thinks so. It is one 
of the inducements with many to let a place 
in the country—the milk fed family is so 
healthy, and besides home milk is so cheap. 
But how can one do it without pasture ? 
How many in Germantown or other suburbs 
would not keep a cow if only the pasture 
question could be solved? But Massachu- 
setts has solved it. A company has been 
formed for just these kind of people. A 
co-operative cow pasturing company is the 
newest wrinkle from the land of brains. 

It seems as if a plan of this kind might be 
made to work pretty well. The company 
buys or leases land, a herdman is hired who 
takes and brings back the cows for a consid- 
eration, and for those who have no share in 
the company a paying price is asked for pas- 
turing cows belonging to them. 
A plan like this ought to work pretty well. 

It is surprising that in these days of compa- 
nies and co-operations something of this 
kind has not n suggested and worked 
out before.— Germantown Telegraph. 

APPLES FOR HUMAN FOOD. 

With us, the value of the apple, as an ar- 
ticle of food is underrated. Besides contain- 
ing a large amount of sugar, mucilage and 
other nutritive matter, apples contain vege- 
table acids, aromatic qualities, etc., which act 
powerfully in the capacity of refrigerants, 
tonics and antiseptics ; and when freely used 
at the season of mellow ripeness, they prevent 
debility, — stion, and avert, without 
doubt, many of the “ills which flesh is heir to.” 
The operators of Cornwall, Engiand, consider 
ripe apples nearly as nourishing as bread, and 
far more so than potatoes. In the year of 
1801, which was a year of much scarcity— 
apples, instead of being converted into cider, 
were sold to the poor, and the laborers as- 
serted that they could “ stand their work ” on 
baked apples without meat ; whereas potato 
diet required either meat or some other sub- 
stantial nutriment. The French and Germans 
use apples extensively, as do the inhabitants 
of Zuropean nations. The laborers de- 

d upon them as an article of food, and 
uently make « dinner of sliced apples 
bread. There is no fruit cooked in as 

many different ways in our country as apples ; 
nor is there any fruit whose value, as an ar- 
ticle of nuriment, is as great, and so little 
appreci — Water Cure Journal. 
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